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: TEAMS:

Pally, ond year in advanos, by
ORIPIOF ..ov cavesnaesssrssnnes L[ X 1

Dally, per woek, by carrier...... J0

Dally, one yeur In advance, by
maill in La Salle County....... $4.00

Dally, one year in advance, by
mail, outslde La Salle County.$4.60

Mmterad as second ciasa matter
Mnur. 26, 1920, at the Posat OMee at Ot
tawa, 1., under the Act of Oct, 8, 1817,

MEMBER™ OF THH ASSOCIATED
PRESS,

The Assoclated Press is exclusivaly
entitled to the use for republication
of all :1ewa dlspatches credited to 1
or aot otherwise credited In this pa-
per and also local news published

Public Service Company of Northern llinois

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1920.
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MAKING A MISTAKE.

When the piresent administration
took over the managoament of clty ol |
falrs it was recognizod by everyone |
that the members had o man's .|'
and that the finances of the cily were |
and would be  in oo desperite condl |
tion.  The saloon lidenses woera ot
off and costs in every diroction moun! |
i to unprocadentod g I*riei ‘
have hven mounting higher and high I
Gr eV sinds v th resoutee H reven
ue romalning much the same Thore = |
but one solution, which evervone s
copnizes, H the necessary work of thy
city is to be carvied on, sod phat i |
that oity taxXes wust be highor,  “This !
5 all the more necessary  Decnnse
muany things wdare defereedd with thi
hope that conditions would knprov
and prices and labor costs deop. T
reverae has been thee ca and the |
conditlon must be mot, '

It 18, therefors, a mistake 1o en-|
gflenvar o attempt 1o Cover up or con
geal any of the tacts from the peopl

Muvor Wooks' preastection plaoform
shonhl be chrried ottt to the lettep
and all “secrel sessiong" et ant
This doed not men that the connct)
and mavor shoull not confer with
ewch other intormally, especially with
repard to clly .|pnnllll'1|~|11- unil e
thons sugdosted by HiTeront nyembor

but contompliatod action of any im
portance should  Te glven the puablh
I the too Tully  understund . andd
theesh aitters ot bhefore the thing
ds actually “put over”  And thorough
explunntions  should e il whin

agked ok, or 10 dectied necessury by
the people or anyone alfeciel

Two recent conspltnons esaomples of
the fallacy of this Kind of action wors
the pusiing of the goft deink 1eense
ordinance and of the annusl appro
priation ordinance, which fnvolved a
stubstantinl _ increase, withoul  proper
publicity aml apen diseuasion or ox
planation in advance.  In the ease of
the  former  much  tronble might
have been avolded amd  possibly a
helter ordinance  framed up,  whiceh
woild be more satlsfactory alk around
Regording  the annual  appropriation
ordinanes, s presentation and ol
cussion dnoopen council, with: an ex
planation of depinin Mereasos, wonld

have woved  congiderable anpleasant
comppent and eritlelsm. That tha np
propriations Tor hye CONUTIE Yoeur st
e larger wias cxpectsd by any think
i mat,  Why, therefare, not give
the pubiic the facts o advanes  and
Ivt thieeny know the whvas gnil where
fores hefore they Tedrnodd the {aets
fnd through the “oafficial™ publication
The puhlle are aecistomed to depend
upon the pupers for the [tems of
news vulue O YT ol e Line
It 45 the ity o the conhedl Lo
the “news hounds" i obtalning the
faels in s of a5 mach importanes
as this wm] e eamipel tham to fdle
themy oul thembaelves ax  bost  (hes
can  alter e orilinum ] Drik =il
The news pablicition would be mors
neeurate snd 10 owenld “look Bettert |
all aeodni

Anothor example of the mistiken
policy of the comnedl (not oy child
ishm inonl olEes wig the holding
uplor the appolntments of the mem ot
of the i of Reddicek HTirary
board and referein the girestinm os
to how 1 tondd e appointsd L
the attorney  generald Involving &
unnectssary aud sdrions s
thers wi i weason
explicit and calls for the appointiaent
O Lruston by thie mnvir il
nl by 1l cutineil
Pagreement™  In the  councll  body
soems to have boon violatod and the
appointoments were held up, Noto I
cunse the m WOr any eoinmissionor
had any obhjection to any mine siah
mitted, bat becguse the othios in the
ouger bl pot boen  compliol with
Flere e oo hunelh ol men who el
thedr time and energy to the man
NEeiant of one O the most importaril
ancd nng of the clioy institn
tions withouwt any remunerarion  whit
evor (excopt 0 the selretary, wh
ool G0 e of Wors foer o mere pit
tienea) ndorhey are I sty haenadt
il gl COBHMY. LhEs0 apnointinents
are fot moade beecanss of o reasor
exeopt tha MNeOne's nportmes wi
averionkol AU mtesont of the ndm
Lrosfee vha are upposed e “hold
oy anes L degud, ond be en thie otlep
edige of thy Ment, Gl fs1

By ot ool e ety mueh of the i
Jesia Vilig X tuemvhers Othree of whos
Terdns lvae 1"|Iil|'|l frenp whom'
Evl o gquoriine of five 1o ransi § Lo
TR B ry  hushiess i ny
mether hippoens W be out of the oty
sl one other cannot e presont
eversthing is sewid up—even  the

payment  of  current Witk This |
not file to Eleey frasta nor to pednle
conunected with or doing businoss h
the 1Mhrary

it I8 time to “eome clean” Thore
is no desdre to eriticlse the eouncil’s
management of finanees or any of

Wit

the cliy's husiness.  The eomtnlseion.
ers hive dese well, amd the contldenes
of the peple In thelr abillty 1o handle
big things wos attested by the largn
majorily given recently in voting un
the proposed bond [ssues. Dut ihey
cian help themdselver amd stamd better
awith the publle if they lay all cardy
en the table and wbove all cut out

petty squubbles wmong themselyes,

Why Rates for the Service
Furnished by the

Had to be Raised

O one needs to be reminded that beginning with the Fall of 1914, prices

for labor and material of all kinds began to advance, and this advance has been continu-

ous. During this period of nearly six years, this Company has operated its properties without increasing its rates,

EXCEPT FOR WHOLESALE POWER. W HOLESALE G A= AND HEATING SERVICE. 1T WAS POSSIBLE TO CONTINUE, TO OPERATE

UNDER THESE CONDITIONS ONEY BY THE PRACTICE OF THE MOST RIGID ECONOMY AND UTIHLIZATION OF THE MOST ECONOM.-
ICAL UNITS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF BOTH ELECTRICITY AND GAS.

INORDER THAT THE COMPANY MIGHT CONTINUE TO RENDER ADEQUATE SERVICE TO ITS CUSTOMERS, IT BECAME AP-
PARENT THAT THE  POLICY OF SELLING ITS PRODUCT AT PRE-W AR PRICES COULD NOT LONGER BE PURSUED, AND THAT
THE SELLING PRICE OF ITS PRODUCT MUST BE INCREASED.  ACCORDINGLY UPON OUR APPLICATION, FILED MAY 6, 1920, THE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. OF iLLINOIS: BY ORDER ENTERED JULY 31, 1920, (CASES 10569, 10570 AND 10579), HAS GRANTED
AN INCREASE IR OUN RELECTRIC. GAS AND WATER RATES. EFFECTIVE AUGLUSTI, 1920, AT RAERE e e

THE COMMISSION. AFTER CONSIDERATION OF THE EVIDENCE SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF OUR APPLICATION, SAID IN
I'TS ORDER:

“Principal among the contentions advanced by the petitioner in coal for boiler fuel cost $3.50 a ton at the plants of the company as com-
support of 1= :l|1|l|il‘illi(lll for lligflt‘t' raies 1= the marked increase in oper- pared with a present cost of 3118 a ion and an estimated cost after Allg.
ating expenses brought about by the great advanee in the costs of labor I, 1920, of about $1.86 a ton. The company claims it is enabled to se-
and materials. In 1919 the Company used approximately 110,000 tons cure coal at somewhat less than the markel price because of its interest
of botler coal, 32,000 tons of gas coal. 56,000 tons of water gas generator in the mines of the Big Muddy Fuel Company in- Williamson County,
fuel, and 10.000.000 gallons of enriching oil. A vear ago bituminous Hiinois. and the Indiana HocKing Coal Company in Sullivan, Indiana. «

Until April. 1920, the Company purchased an excellent quality of Gas oil of superior quality which sold for 2 or 3 cents a gallon in
Kanawha coke for use as generator fuel ata price of SL.75 per ton at the the period from 1911 to 1915 can not now be secured, and the company
ovens. This grade of coke can no longer be secured. and the company is is forced to use an inferior grade known as fuel oil, and even this can be
now purchasing Connellsville Coke at $15.50 per ton at the ovens, obtained only with difficulty at prices varying from 10 to 12 cents a gal-
equivalent to about $17.90 at the various plants, lon for necessary oil purchased on the open market. T T

THE POLICY OF THIS COMPANY from its beginning and up until the Fall of 1914 HAD BEEN TO REDUCE THE RATES FOR ITS SER-
VICE. AS SOON AS IT IS POSSIELE TO MATERIALLY REDUCE ITS COSTS SERVICE. THIS COMPANY WILL REQUEST THE AUTHROI-
T1ES HAVING CHARGE OF RATES TO AUTHORIZE A LOWER RATE THAN THE RATIE NOW IN EFFECT.

«
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BECAUSE OF THE SCARCITY AND EXTREMELY HIGH PRICE OF BOILER FUEL AND GAS MAKING SUPPLIES, WE EARNESTLY
URGE ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS TO EXERCISE THE UTMOST ECONOMY IN THE USE, OF OUR SERVICE. 1F THEY ADOPT ‘THIS
COURSE. ITWILLNOTONLY HELPUS, BUT ITWILL GO A LONG WAYS TOWARD HELPING THEM IN TAKING CARE, OF THE INCREASE
IN THE RATES.
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